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Bill Type and Number: Ordinance 2013-553
Introducer/Sponsor(s): Council President at the request of the Mayor
Date of Introduction: August 13, 2013
Committee(s) of Reference: 1st reading emergency – no committee reference
Date of Analysis: August 15, 2013
Type of Action: Appropriation; authorization and direction to issue notice to property manager; request for emergency action
Bill Summary: The bill appropriates $32,400 from a Clerk of the Courts county revenue account and $14,400 from a public buildings miscellaneous services and charges account to fund juror transportation services provided but not yet paid for and services to be provided for the remainder of the fiscal year.  The bill also authorizes and directs the Mayor to issue a letter to Metropolitan Parking Systems, Inc. invoking the provision of Section 8.2(g) of the Redevelopment Agreement between the City and MPS for operation of the Courthouse parking garage downtown to direct MPS to allow jurors called to duty in the county courthouse to park at no charge in the courthouse garage effective October 7, 2013.  Emergency approval is requested.
Background Information: Since the opening of the new county courthouse, jurors have been shuttled from parking lots at EverBank Field to the courthouse and back as the City and the Clerk of the Courts have negotiated over a solution that would provide jurors with free parking in the immediate vicinity of the courthouse.  The private contractor providing the shuttle service on Monday (jury assembly day when 500 to 600 jurors are called to potentially be placed on juries) has not been paid by the City for the service since March of this year.
The City and the Clerk have reached agreement that the City will permit jurors to park at no charge in the MPS-operated courthouse parking garage beginning October 7th.  The Mayor is directed to inform MPS that the City is exercising its option to mandate the free juror parking as provided in MPS’s garage management contract. This bill will appropriate funding from the Clerk of the Courts county court revenues and additional funding from the Public Buildings Division to pay the transport company’s unpaid invoices since March and to fund the service until the new parking arrangement begins in early October.
Policy Impact Area: Courthouse operations
Fiscal Impact: The bill appropriates $32,400 from a Clerk of the Courts county revenue account and $14,400 from a public buildings miscellaneous services and charges account to pay the outstanding and upcoming juror shuttle charges.
Analyst: Clements
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